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President’s Corner
Master Gardener
Volunteers Busy as Bees!

T

hings have really been
busy since the last
issue. I would like to thank
all of the volunteers who
answered the call. We began
in April with our highly
successful Spring Expo.
Although the weather was a
bit chilly to begin with, we
still had lots of people
attend.

Next was the dedication
of the Linwood Ecology
Center. This has been a
great partnership between
the Gainesville Parks and
Rec Dept and The Redbud
Project. More information
with pictures is provided
below.
This was followed by
the dedication of the
Literacy Garden at
Gardens on Green. With
the help of too many people
to mention here and the

dedication of Kathy and
Lee Lovett one more
jewel was added to the
collection at Gardens on
Green. It is a delightful
oasis on a busy street to
take small children to
where Jack & Jill, and
Peter Rabbit come alive.
Finally, we had the
st
21 annual Butterfly
release at Wilshire
Trails Park in
conjunction with the
Friends of the Park
Organization at
Gainesville Parks and
Rec. We listened to the
weather reports intently
and the rain was supposed
to stop at noon so we
decided to move forward.
What a group of die
hard volunteers! Wave
after wave of rain went
through. The weather kept
indicating that this was
“the last cell”, then
another one would form.
We huddled under the
canopy and were having
so much fun no one talked
about leaving. People
were showing up in the
rain. About an hour
before the butterfly
release, it cleared up, the
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sun came out and things
began to dry out. The
butterflies were released
on schedule. A big thanks
go to all who persevered!
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What a group of diehard volunteers! And let’s
not forget the army of
people that helped out in
the backyards of the Host
gardens for the Garden
Walk.
This has been a
challenging spring. First it
was too warm/hot too
early and everything
bloomed. Now it is wet
and is hard to work in the
mud. Stay positive,
Master Gardeners,
tomorrow will be a
beautiful day to garden.
(More photos pg. 2)
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Landscaping Over Septic Systems

Y

our septic system is a vital
component of your
household, and its health is
paramount. An efficient, correctly
functioning system purrs away in
the background, separating solid
wastes from "blackwater"
effluent. Wastewater flows from
the septic tank into a series of
drains and then seeps into the soil,
where hungry microbes strip out
harmful bacteria before it can
contaminate groundwater.
A malfunctioning system,
however, can raise its ugly head
and become an environmental,
health and financial nightmare.
And homeowners can
inadvertently contribute to a
system's failure when landscaping
their property.

bad for the system, and frowned
on by Environmental Health
● Plant only herbaceous
annuals, perennials, bulbs,
groundcovers, turf grass or
ornamental grasses within the
drain field area
● Keep water loving trees and
shrubs with aggressive root
systems well away
● Use species adapted to local
soil and rainfall conditions
● Minimize the use of mulch

● Daffodils
● Tulips
Perennials (shade):
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Lady's Mantle
Columbine
Painted Arum
Astilbe
Hardy Cyclamen
Foxglove
most ferns
Lenten Rose
Coral Bells

Perennials (Sunny, Dry):

Septic System Landscaping
Leach field lines can be from
18" to 36" wide, and are usually
installed a minimum of 6" below
ground on an 8.5 to 10' spacing.
A Partial List of Plants for
To function at an optimum level,
the system needs abundant
Use Over Septic Fields
sunlight, as well as minimally
compacted soils and moderate soil Ornamental Grasses:
moisture.
● Appalachian Sedge
With that in mind, here are a
● Weeping Love Grass
few tips for properly landscaping
● Blue Fescue
over your septic drain field.
● Indiangrass
● Don't add soil to the area,
except to correct erosion
problems
● Divert excess water from the
field, including storm water
runoff and irrigation water
● Keep compaction to a
minimum
● Installing paving, decks, or
other structures over the area is
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Taller grasses like Pampas
grass and Miscanthus species
aren't recommended.
Bulbs:
●
●
●
●

Allium spp.
Crocus spp.
Dahlias
Iris

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Yarrow
Butterfly Weed
Coreopsis
Blanket Flower
Daylily
Lantana
Catmint
Stonecrop

Think in terms of a mix of
wildflowers, bulbs and
ornamental grasses.

Woody Plants May be Used
with Care
Avoid willows, red and
silver maples, beeches, birches,
elms and poplars.
You may be able to use
cherries, crabapples, dogwoods,
hemlock and oaks, if spaced
correctly. Plant trees as far as
the spread of their estimated
mature root system. Use these
rules of thumb:
● 2 to 4 times the diameter of
the tree’s canopy
● 1 to 3 times the height of tree
Plant less aggressive shrubs
no closer than 10' to the drain

field perimeter, and smaller, less
aggressive trees 20’ away.
Boxwoods, hollies, and
arborvitae may be used if planted
towards the drier end of the drain
field.
Make sure you don't shade
the area, as the drain field needs
maximum sun to perform
optimally.

How About Vegetables?
Growing veggies over a
drain field is not recommended.
There's no way to ensure all
harmful bugs have been filtered
out, and it's not worth the risk of
bacterial contamination.
Also, the cultivation
practices, supplemental watering,
and fertilization necessary to
grow a vegetable garden are not
good for the system.
By planning ahead, you can
incorporate your septic drain
field area into a total area
landscape design that enhances
your entire property while
avoiding damage to your vital
waste disposal system.

What the Heck?

Circumnutation
A helical organ movement
widespread among plants. The
action of the growing tips of
some plants - mostly vines - as
they rotate or move searching
out sun. In the case of vines, an
attachment opportunity. As
Southerners know, you can
actually see this happening with
kudzu.

A Special Dedication

By Karin Hicks

Dedication of
Ecology Center at
Linwood Preserve

O

ld-growth forests
are vanishing.
And, while we have
been going about our
busy lives, a
conservation
movement has slowly
been growing in our
midst. To ensure that
future generations can
experience the unique
biodiversity that exists
in such natural areas, a
group of passionate
volunteers from the
Redbud Project,
Gainesville Parks &
Recreation, Hall

County Master
Gardeners, and many
other community
organizations have
worked to preserve a
unique tract of land right
here in Hall County.
Linwood Nature
Preserve is 30 acres of
oak-hickory forest
teeming with native
trees, shrubs and

perennials that support a
precious habitat. Visitors
can travel the rolling
topography on a 2 mile
trail system that winds
through gently shaded

trails observing
pollinators, birds, and
insects in this urban
forest. People will get a
solid understanding of
our region’s integral
ecosystem, which is in
the transition zone
between the piedmont
and the Blue Ridge
Mountains, by studying
the plant conservatory,

which displays native
plants suitable for
residential and
commercial landscapes.
On April 28th, elected
officials, members from
the Redbud Project,
Gainesville Parks &
Recreation, and UGA
Hall County Extension
gathered to celebrate the
opening of the Linwood
Ecology Center. This
renovated pump house
will now serve as
headquarters for
environmental
conservation and
educational activities for
the Redbud Project, UGA
Hall County Extension
and Gainesville Park &
Rec. Music was provided
by the Redbud Tree-Oh!
with vocalist Susan
Riley.
Dr. Joan Maloof,
Executive Director of the
Old Growth Forest
Network, was the
keynote speaker. As she
so powerfully states,

“Majestic forests that
supported abundant
animal populations were
this nation’s inheritance.
Ninety-five percent of
those forests have now
been removed or radically
altered. In this generation
most people wishing to
see an undisturbed oldgrowth forest must travel
for many miles to do so. It
is time now to set aside a
few forests and allow
them to recover their oldgrowth characteristics.
These future old-growth
forests will be our
generation’s gift to the
generations coming after
us. If we are able to
reverse the decline in
mature, native, forests, we
will be the first generation
to have done so.”
You can visit Linwood
Nature Preserve at 160
Springview Drive,
Gainesville.

How to Kill Your Azaleas

A

zaleas have a reputation as
finicky plants, but it’s
undeserved. They’re pretty
tough cookies if handled with
tender loving care. What
azaleas really suffer from are
gardeners who, though they
have the plants’ best interests at
heart, are not doing right by
them.
We gardeners don’t neglect
our charges on purpose, and
truly want them to flourish. But
we may wind up killing them,
anyway – through lack of
knowledge about horticulture
requirements. And it’s not
always bad maintenance or
cultural practices that are to
blame. Some of us kill our
beloved plants with kindness.
Murder Your Darlings
If you would like to add to
the carnage, the list below will
guide you in happily killing
your azaleas.
1) Site Your Azaleas Any Old
Place
Find a spot and stick them
in it. They don’t actually need
that crumbly, well-drained,
moist soil. Hard clay or bare
sand will work just as well.
Make sure you don’t make
a mistake and mix in organic
material with that heavy clay or
overly sandy soil to improve its
structure. Your azaleas might
thrive if that was the case. Just
plant them wherever there’s an
empty spot, no matter how cold
or hot that site may be.
And this thing about
azaleas loving acidic soil?
Forget about it! Plant yours in
alkaline soil.
If you live in the south, a
particularly effective way to kill
your azaleas is to put them
where they’ll receive full sun –
all day long.
2) Plant Those Suckers Good
and Deep
Dig deep holes and shove
those root balls in. Take extra
care to over the entire ball.

You’ve heard that azaleas
should be planted with the top
of their root balls higher than
the surrounding soil, but you
know that can’t be right. If a
little cover is good, a lot more
can only be better!
Plant them deep, then
build a depressed ring of
mulch around the plants and
pour on the water. Your
azaleas will love that deeper
hole and extra water – right up
until they give up the ghost.
3) Ignore Symptoms of
Possible Problems Like Petal
Blight, Leaf Gall or Scale
Insects
Petal blight announces its
presence with desiccated,
spotted, mushy looking flowers
that cling to the plants after
dying. Leaf gall shows up as
curled leaves sporting
greenish-white gall growths.
Scale insects look like white or
brown spots of cotton. All of
these problems, as well as
others, can be treated if found
early.
County agents, master
gardeners and nurserymen are
notorious for recognizing
disease and pest symptoms, so
don’t take soil or plant samples
to these experts for their
opinions. If you do
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accidentally consult with
experts, ignore their advice.
Your plants should die in no
time!
4) Over Fertilize Your
Lovelies
If all else fails, feed
your azaleas to death.
Most azaleas are
perfectly happy with
nutrients found in compost
and rotting mulch. They
need little supplemental
fertilization. To ensure a
quick death, dump on the
chemical fertilizers.

A soil test can pinpoint
nutrients your plants lack,
so to make doubly sure your
plants die, don’t get one.
The above points are all
effective ways to kill your
azaleas. If, however, you
want to give them their best
chance at life, you’ll need
an entirely different
strategy.
Plant your azaleas
where they’re protected
from excess heat or cold. A
spot with dappled shade is

Book Review

good.
Avoid hot western
exposures. Place them in soil
with a pH of 4.5 to 6.0.
Planting holes should be about
8” deep and twice that wide.
Make sure the tops of the
root balls sit a little above the
level of the original soil.
Amend the soil with compost
and peat moss, and pull it
around the plants. Keep the
soil loose and friable. No
compaction is necessary.
Mulch the plants well
with organic mulch or
compost. The soil should be
kept moist but not soaking wet
during the first growing
season.
Look out for infectious
diseases or pests, and be sure
to get an experts opinion if
you have any questions or
concerns.
Following the above
tenets will help you avoid
sending your plants to a
premature grave. After all,
you love your azaleas. Taking
care of them using proper
cultural and maintenance
techniques is how you express
your love.
It’s no secret that
kindness is good for your
azaleas – just don’t kill them
with it!
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I

f you’re into sustainability,
this book by Susan M.
Varlamoff is a must read.
You’ll learn simple techniques
to help conserve water and
reduce pollutants in your
garden, while increasing
biodiversity and attracting
pollinators and wildlife.
Create a resilient
landscape using native plants
and colorful flowers and trees,
as well as organically grown
fruits and vegetables.
Get to know your soil, the
life underground, and how to
restore depleted soil through

composting and adding
nutrients.
Varlamoff discusses the
Ecological benefits of planting
trees, restoring biodiversity
with native plants, and even
touches on sustainable lawn
care, using hand tools, and
preventing turf grass problems.
Wise irrigation through
harvested rain water and gray
water, integrated pest
management, and inviting
pollinators into the garden are
also covered.
All in all, a pretty good
intro to sustainability for the
Southern gardener.

